
Families are to benefit from 
a host of new activities and 
services being offered on 
the Lyng.
Lyng Community Association (LCA) 
has exciting plans in the pipeline 
for various community initiatives 
to entertain and support local 
residents.

It is hoped to start a toddler 
group within the next few months, 
meeting at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd and St John on Monday 
afternoons.

There will be lots of toys, games 
and activities for youngsters, while 
parents will be able to chat and 
listen to informative talks.

LCA is also joining forces with 
Think Local to run a job club on 
the estate, providing advice and 
guidance on finding and applying for 
work.

Money management surgeries 
have just been launched, offering 
help and support on issues such 
as benefits, saving money and 
budgeting.

The drop-in sessions take place at 
the LCA office in Frank Fisher Way 
every Wednesday, from 10am to 
2pm.

Rachel Jennings, LCA’s community 
development officer, said: “The 
idea of these surgeries is 
to help people before they 
get into too much financial 
trouble.

“We don’t want people to bury 
their head in the sand or sit 
there worrying alone about their 
money problems – they can 
come and talk to us, and we will 
do all we can to help them.

“We will also be helping 
people prepare for the 
introduction of Universal 
Credit – the single monthly 
benefit payment – which is 
due to happen later this year.”
As part of its work to help residents, 
LCA has teamed up with West 
Bromwich Food Bank to offer 
vouchers for emergency food 
parcels to people in serious need.

Residents wanting to donate items 
to the food bank can leave tinned 
and packeted items in a box in the 
LCA office reception area.

LCA is also running a Personal 
Safety Talk on Saturday, April 5, 
including advice from the local 
police team and a self-defence 
demonstration.

The free event, open to all ages, will 
be held at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd and St John, in Lyttleton 
Street, from 10am to 12 noon.

Meanwhile the new coffee mornings 
and health information sessions for 
the over-50s, held monthly at the 
church, have already proved popular.

The next one will take place on 
Tuesday, March 18, from 10.30am 
to 12 noon, and include a talk by 
a representative of West Midlands 
Police.
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Lyng 
Community 
Association is 
on Facebook – 
so look us up 
and “like” us!

Rachel Jennings offers advice to LCA tenant Jodie Mole

To find out more about community events on the Lyng – or to 
volunteer to help run the new toddler group – contact Rachel 

at lyng.jenningsr@btconnect.com or call 0121 525 5969.

New activities for all

Site Supervisor/Caretaker
part-time 20 hours per week 
 variable working pattern

To obtain a job pack, email lyng.chair@gmail.com or write to  
Lyng Community Association, 3 Frank Fisher Way,  
West Bromwich, B70 7AW.

Lyng Community 
Association is recruiting a 
Site Supervisor/ Caretaker 
for the estate.

The role includes ensuring the security and 
general appearance of buildings, making 
sure surrounding areas are maintained to 
the required standard and carrying out 
maintenance and repair tasks as specified 
by LCA.

Skills needed:
•	 	Experience	of	caretaking	and/or	buildings	maintenance/security
•	 	Good	knowledge	of	building	maintenance,	heating	plant	and	other	building	systems
•	 	Literacy	–	good	reading	and	writing	skills	with	an	ability	to	complete	forms	and	 

simple reports
•	 	Numeracy	–	ability	to	count	and	undertake	general	mathematical	calculations
•	 Technical	-	ability	to	undertake	DIY	tasks.



Young Lyng residents got 
the chance to show off 
their artistic talents with 
Lyng’s first Christmas card 
designing competition.
Launched at the estate’s family 
fun day last autumn, the contest 
inspired 33 children to get drawing 
and colouring, producing some 
great designs which were displayed 
in the LCA office window for 
passers-by to admire.

All competitors received a thank-
you letter and a chocolate for 
taking part, while the winners were 
presented with a chocolate Father 
Christmas.

The joint winners were Megan 
Jones, Jada Rennock and Vina 
Younis. Elements of each of their 
designs were combined to create 
LCA’s corporate Christmas card, 
sent out to all tenants and LCA’s 
community partners.

LCA office manager Liane Ralley said: 

 “The judges were so 
impressed with the 
standard of entries – it 
was fabulous to see how 
much artistic talent 
there is on the Lyng.”

Join 
in the 
fun
Lyng’s local youth 
group, the 5-11 Club, 
is appealing for new 
members to enjoy its 
activities.
The club meets every Monday, 
from 4.30pm to 6pm, at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
and St John in Lyttleton 
Street.

It runs fun activities, games 
and a disco for children aged 
five to 11, and is hoping to 
start organising trips too. 
Each weekly session costs 
£1.50 per child.

Family fun inspires young artists

Families turned out in force to enjoy 
LCA’s first Christmas party for children 
on the estate.
A total of 63 youngsters flocked to enjoy the festivities 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd and St John in 
December.

The estate’s 5-11 Club put on a disco for them to 
enjoy and set up a grotto so Father Christmas could 
meet the children and hand out gifts.

Liane Ralley, LCA’s office manager, said: “The 
party was a phenomenal success and 
the children loved it, so we will 
definitely be organising another one 
next Christmas when we hope even 
more families will come along.”

Youngsters embrace the festive spirit

Young members of the Wood family meet Father Christmas

Jada Rennock, Vina Younis and Megan Jones show off their final 
Christmas card The girls’ original designs



The final 10 LCA homes being 
built on the Lyng will be 
completed earlier than expected, 
by the end of next year.
Five are due to be finished by 
November this year, with the rest 
built by October 2015.

The homes, for affordable rent,  

are a key part of the ongoing  

multi-million regeneration of the 

estate, spearheaded by LCA in 

partnership with Sandwell Council 

and developer Barratt West 

Midlands.

New affordable 
homes on the Lyng

Rent increase 
on the cards
LCA tenants will see their 
rents and service charges 
go up in April.

The rent increase is set by the 
government, in line with a national 
formula which takes into account 
inflation.

Service charges will also rise 
but LCA has managed to keep 
this increase to a minimum by 
negotiating with service providers.

Your service charge pays for 
things such as landscaping, 
cleaning of communal areas, TV 
aerial maintenance, electricity 
supply to shared areas and 
fire alarm systems. What you 
are charged depends on what 
services you use.

Letters will go out to tenants in 
March, with details of your rent 
and service charge increase.

Play your part in 
the Lyng’s future
Lyng residents are invited to join the LCA board and have a say 
in the future of the estate.

There are currently two vacancies for resident members, who 
can be tenants or home owners.

If you are interested, contact the LCA office on 0121 525 5969.

New homes on the Lyng

Baggies fans are urged to 
try their luck at winning a 
limited edition souvenir of 
their beloved football club.
A West Bromwich Albion pennant, 
signed by the players, will be up 
for grabs in a lucky dip at LCA’s 
next residents’ meeting.

The meeting – which gives 
people the chance to air their 
views and have their say about 
local issues and matters of 

concern – will take place at the 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
and St John on Saturday, March 
29, at 10.30am.

Residents can also look forward 
to a community barbecue on 
Lyng park this summer, held 
as part of the LCA residents’ 
meeting on Saturday, July 5.

We will keep you posted on 
further events in future editions of 
Lyngline.

Alexis Lucock from Sandwell Council with the Baggies pennant

Football flag 
up for grabs

Keep our streets safe
If you are interested in your local 
community and want to do your 
bit to keep the Lyng safe, why not 
help us set up a new 
Neighbourhood Watch group?
LCA is working with residents to get a 
group up and running but needs 
volunteers from across the estate to be 
Neighbourhood Watch coordinators – 
ideally, one person per street.

Full support, including administrative help, will be given.

To find out more, contact Rachel Jennings on 0121 525 5969 
or email lyng.jenningsr@btconnect.com



Contact us Lyng Community Association 
3 Frank Fisher Way 

West Bromwich 

West Midlands  B70 7AW

Telephone: 0121 525 5969

Families are invited to the new ‘Messy Church’ which 
has been launched at the Church of the Good Shepherd 
and St John, in Lyttleton Street.
The monthly event includes arts, crafts and other activities to entertain 
young children.

So come along and give it a try on Saturday, March 8, from 10.30am to 
12 noon, when there will be Mothers’ Day crafts, or Saturday, April 12, 
when there will be Easter-themed crafts.

The church’s Spring Fair will also be held on April 12. 

Church News

Clean up 
your litter!
You should make sure 
you always take your 
rubbish home or find a 
bin to put it in because 
you make the street 
messy and the park.
When you throw your rubbish on 
the floor other people could slip if 
they aren’t watching where they 
are walking. You could really hurt 
someone and you could make 
a hedgehog kill itself by getting 
stuck in the rubbish. You could 
make people break their arms.

The things I see are cans, 
packets of crisps and chewing 
gum on the floor. You should not 
drink beer on the park, because 
you always leave your rubbish on 
the floor and it’s not nice.

Everyone on the Lyng, we are soon 
going to be doing a community 
litter pick so look out for information 
and watch out for litter.

Jayda

How do you 
spend your 
free time?
Are you bored and got 
nothing to do? Here are 
some local activities that 
are going on near you:

•	 	West	Bromwich	Library	has	
events and activities for youth 
and children

•	 	Boys	Brigade	meets	at	the	
Wesley Church on the High 
Street

•	 	Girls	Brigade	meets	at	the	
Wesley Church on the High 
Street

•	 	Lodge	Road	Community	
Centre has a youth club

•	 	New	Square	Cinema	includes	
Kids’ Pocket Money Cinema 
at 11am on Saturday and 
Sundays

•	 	Kick	Boxing	at	the	Church	of	
the Good Shepherd and St 
John

•	 	Sandwell	Valley	Park	–	with	
farm and bike riding

•	 	Messy	Church	at	the	Church	of	
the Good Shepherd and  
St John

•	 	A	new	scout	group	opening	
nearby

•	 	Boulder	Central	in	Great	
Bridge.

•	 	And	also	the	new	leisure	
centre opening soon where 
you can do many activities 
such as swimming, football 
and gym.

With this list, there’s no such thing 
as being bored.

Rebecca

Housing issues?
LCA’s housing surgeries – when tenants can drop in to 
discuss their concerns or queries – are held at the office 
in Frank Fisher Way at these times:
Mondays, 3pm-6pm, Thursdays, 9.30am-12.30pm.

Young people’s corner

Lyngline’s cub reporter 
Jayda and junior reporter 
Rebecca give their view 
of life on the Lyng in our 
regular column for young 
people.

Building work 
has been 
completed on 
the new West 
Bromwich 
Leisure Centre.
The £11 million 
scheme, on the 
corner of Moor 
Street and Barton 
Street, is expected 
to open this summer.

Facilities will include a 
25-metre swimming 
pool, a learner 
pool, sauna and 
steam room, four-
court sports hall, 
100-station fitness 
suite, two dance 
studios, an indoor 
cycling studio, indoor 
children’s adventure 
play centre and a cafe.

Leisure centre takes shape

Sandwell Mayor Councillor Linda Horton and 
Sandwell Council Deputy Leader Councillor 
Steve Eling unveil the new leisure centre


