
Residents old and young 
turned out in force for a 
litter pick to help clean up 
the Lyng’s streets.
The 15-strong team collected 22 
sacks of rubbish from around the 
estate in just two-and-a-half hours.

Lyng Community Association (LCA) 
worked with Sandwell Council and 
the police to organise the event in 
April.

Rachel Jennings, Community 
Development Officer at LCA, said: 
“People of all ages came out to take 
part, which was great.

“There was a lot of interest from 
passers-by who congratulated them 
on what they were doing.

“The young people, in particular, got 
a lot out of it – they enjoyed feeling 
that they were doing something to 
improve the place where they live.

“We want to have three litter picks 
each year on the Lyng – and we 
hope the next one will be even 
bigger and better.”

The next litter pick will be on 
Thursday, July 24, from 10am to 
1pm. Sandwell’s Council’s Youth 
Bus will be there offering activities 
and the Eco Bus will be on hand 
to provide information about waste 
and recycling.

• So make a date in your diary and 
come along to make the Lyng an 
even better place to live!
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Some of the rubbish bags collected by residents and the local PCSO team.

People power cleans up the Lyng

Lyng leads the way
Work which has transformed the Lyng over 
the last few years has been recognised as one 
of the best redevelopment schemes in Britain.
The multi-million pound regeneration programme has won 
the ‘Best Regeneration Scheme’ category of the Housing 
Excellence Awards 2014.

LCA has spearheaded the project, which is nearing 
completion, in partnership with Sandwell Council and 
Barratt West Midlands.

Wendy Bodenham, LCA Chair, said: “We’re thrilled to 
win this award as it is high profile recognition of the hard 
work that many of us have put in over the years. I’d like to 
thank everyone involved in helping us achieve our vision of 
creating top quality social housing.

“There’s still some more work to do, but we’ve now got 
a fantastic community here and the Lyng has become a 
desirable place to live. We can be really proud of what 
we’ve all achieved.”

Dave Neilson, Chief Executive of award sponsor Fusion 21, presents the award to (left to 
right) LCA Board member Corilee Williams, Chair Wendy Bodenham and General Manager 
Tony Nash.



Toys for toddlers!
Lyng residents are urged to clear out their attics of 
unwanted toys and books to help local children.
LCA is setting up a Toddler Group and is appealing for donations of 
items for the youngsters to play with.

The group, due to be launched in the autumn, will meet at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd and St John on Monday afternoons.

Anyone with clean, undamaged toys, games or books to spare is 
urged to drop them round at the LCA office in Frank Fisher Way.

Police will be on hand to chat to local residents at regular 
surgeries being re-launched by LCA.
People can drop in to bring up issues of concern during the sessions, 
which are expected to take place each month at the LCA office in Frank 
Fisher Way.

The next police surgeries are on  June 18 from 10.30am to 12 noon, and 
June 30 from 4pm to 5.30pm.

Bobbies on hand

Safety first
People of all ages picked up handy advice on keeping 
safe at a demonstration organised by LCA.
The personal safety talk, in April, featured crime prevention tips from local 
police and a practical self-defence demonstration by West Bromwich kick-
boxer Matthew Timmins.

This first event proved so successful that Vantage Point sheltered housing 
scheme is hosting a safety talk on June 21 and LCA is planning a similar 
event in the near future. Look out for details in forthcoming editions of 
Lyngline. Keeping watch

Community-minded Lyng residents have joined forces 
with local police to set up a new Neighbourhood Watch 
group to help keep us all safe.
Anyone interested in playing their part or finding out more can contact 
Rachel Jennings on 0121 525 5969, email lyng.jenningsr@btconnect.com 
or contact PCSO Nicki Yates on 101, extension 88113124.

LCA is keen to improve communication with residents on 
the estate, so is appealing for people to write in with any 
queries or matters of concern.
A member of staff will get back to you on whatever issue you raise, and we 
will feature the letters in future editions of Lyngline.

So put pen to paper and let us know what is bothering you. Drop your 
letters in at the LCA office or post them to Lyng Community Association, 3 
Frank Fisher Way, West Bromwich, B70 7AW. We look forward to hearing 
from you!

Letter of the Month

Would you like to drum 
up new business by 
advertising in Lyngline?
Interested? 
Call 0121 525 5969, email 
info@lyng.org.uk or go to 
www.lyng.org.uk

Boost your business
First
advert
free!

Beware bogus letters
Some tenants have received bogus letters, claiming to be from LCA, about 
untidy gardens on the Lyng.

The police have been informed, as these letters are fakes which have not 
been sent out by LCA or any of its partner organisations.

If you receive such a letter, please contact LCA on 0121 525 5969.

Kick-boxer Matthew Timmins prepares to demonstrate self-defence 
techniques

LCA’s monthly coffee mornings for the over-50s have been such a success 
they are now being held every week.

They take place each Tuesday, from 10.30am to 12 noon, at the Church of 
the Good Shepherd and St John.

There will be talks on non-health related topics on the first Tuesday of the 
month, a ‘knit and chatter’/craft session on the second Tuesday, a health-
related talk on the third, then chair exercises and bingo on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month.

Coffee mornings 
gather steam



Seaside trip

Win for young 
Baggies Fan

Charity 
choice
The LCA Board has chosen a new charity to support over 
the coming year.
Staff will be rattling collection tins at community events in aid of 
the Kaleidoscope Plus Group, which supports people with mental 
health issues.

Youngsters on the Lyng can 
enjoy some fun and games 
at LCA’s holiday play 
scheme over the summer.
Activities will take place from 
August 11-15 at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd and St 
John, in Lyttleton Street.

The drop-in events will be open 
to young people aged from  
five to 12, and full details of 
activities on offer are currently 
being hammered out.

To find out more, 
contact Rachel Jennings 
on 0121 525 5969.

Join the 
holiday fun

Community barbecue
LCA is holding a community day for Lyng residents 
on July 5 in the church hall at Church of the Good 
Shepherd and St John.
Running from 12 noon to 2pm, there will be a barbecue and stalls 
run by various groups offering information about local events and 
activities over the summer.

The event will include LCA’s regular residents’ meeting, where people 
can raise any matters they want to discuss

Aiden, pretending he has the  FA Cup

People living on the 
Lyng are invited to join 
a trip to Weston-super-
Mare this summer.
LCA has organised the 
coach day trip, which will 
take place on August 24.

Anyone interested should 
contact the LCA office on 
0121 525 5969 for more 
information

Caretaker joins 
the Lyng team
LCA has appointed Andrew Garbut as the estate’s new site 
supervisor/caretaker.
We will bring you full details about Andrew and his role in the next edition 
of Lyngline.

A young West Bromwich Albion fan from the Lyng was over the 
moon to receive a treasured souvenir of the club – thanks to LCA.
Aiden Wood, aged three, was presented with an Albion pennant, signed by 
the players, by his mum Anne.

She won it in a lucky dip draw held at LCA’s residents’ meeting in March.

Anne said: “Aiden has always loved football and he was really excited when 
I gave him the pennant.”



Contact us Lyng Community Association 
3 Frank Fisher Way 

West Bromwich 

West Midlands  B70 7AW

Telephone: 0121 525 5969

The Church of the Good 
Shepherd and St John is 
holding a summer fair on 
Saturday, July 12, from 
2pm.
Families are also welcome to 
the monthly ‘Messy Church’ on 
Saturdays, June 14 and July 12, 
from 10.3am to 12 noon.

Church News

Housing surgeries
LCA tenants can drop in to ask questions about housing 
matters at LCA’s regular surgeries at the Frank Fisher 
Way office at these times:
Mondays, 3pm-6pm, and Thursdays, 9.30am-12.30pm.

Young people’s corner

A group of around 10 
young people from the 
Lyng are learning new 
skills thanks to LCA’s new 
Media Club/Youth Forum.
Local youth media specialist 
Sophia Loren is mentoring the 
team, including Lyngline’s cub 
reporter Jayda and junior reporter 
Rebecca.

She is teaching them about 
researching and writing stories, 
different types of communication 
and the difference between fact 
and opinion.

As part of their activities, six group 

members – aged 6-11 – met 
with Alice Harper, from Barratt 
West Midlands, to ask why the 
play area is closed and what they 
could do to get it re-opened.

LCA Community Development 
Officer Rachel Jennings said: 
“Alice was impressed with the 
questions asked and everyone 
enjoyed the experience.

“The park will remain closed at 
the moment while Barratts takes 
on board some of the children’s 
suggestions, including locking it 
at night, improving security and 
enclosing the wall and wires.”

LCA’s Alcohol 
Task Group 
recently won 
the West 
Bromwich 
Community 
Recognition 
Award in 
Sandwell 
Council’s 
Community 
Safety Awards.
The group – set up 
to tackle alcohol 
misuse and anti-
social behaviour 
in Moor St and 
Frank Fisher Way – 
included residents 
Malcolm and Linda 
Allsopp and Emma 
Neads, supported 
byLCA Community 
Development Officer 
Rachel Jennings.

Safety award win
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Be a good 
neighbour
With the summer finally 
here, please be considerate 
of your neighbours by not 
making a lot of noise or 
playing loud music when 
you open your windows to 
enjoy the warmer weather.

Barratt West Midlands has been forced to temporarily 
close the new Lyng play area because part of it has 
been damaged, making it unsafe for children to use.
LCA is working with Barratt to get the equipment repaired and the site 
re-opened as soon as possible.

Alice Harper, from Barratt West Midlands, discusses the play area 
with young Lyng residents (left to right) Tsharn, Promesse, Cassie, 
Jada, Alliance and Alex.

Play area latest


